
The following comments have been received either in writing or by e-mail during the public comment 
period.  Although DEQ is not required to post these comments on its website, it has done so to aid the 
public discourse. 
 
Commenter Comment 

Megan Bracken; 
K. Kay; 
L. Kay; 
James Piani 

I am asking the UT DAQ to require KUC to withdraw the request to modify the SIP and withdraw 
their NOI for the KUC Cornerstone expansion until: 
 
1. The Current SIP is approved (decision by the Region 8 EPA by December 1, 2011); 
 
2. A validated, peer reviewed study based on real-time field data is conducted by an independent 
part(s) to determine the amount, if any, of PM10 and PM2.5 remains in the open-pit. The student 
thesis (Tandon, 1996 “Airflow Patterns…) is unacceptable; 
 
3. The real emissions of Cornerstone (without offsets on non-required reductions volunteered by 
KUC) are stated and stated to the public, and the emissions of all permits not currently filed with 
the UT DAQ but related to this project are stated in totality; 
 
4. The UTDAQ provides a list of changes between revisions (commonly provided) so that 
commenter can evaluate changes in comparison to the NOI, which has remained as yet, 
unchanged from its original submission. (The TSD has been revised twice since its original 
submittal in August of 2010. The NOI, however, was submitted in August of 2010, but has not 
been revised in parallel. The nature of the revisions between versions of the TSD involves 
emission changes, but have not been documented by DAQ in a way that these can be evaluated 
by the public); 
 
5. The UT DAQ provides access to all its analyses of both KUC requests; 
 
6. The UT DAQ publishes a statement of the current inventory of criteria pollutants, adds the 
actual KUC increases, and then states the additional pollutants expected by growth using the 
Governor’s projections – 3 year, 5 year, and 5 year increments till 2050 

Megan Bracken 

I live in Salt Lake City and I have been a Utah resident most of my life. I'm very upset at the 
constant decline of the air quality in Utah. I can't believe that the Utah Department of 
Environmental Quality would sell out to foreign mining corporation in exchange for our health and 
quality of life! Please change this. Please help us have a HEALTHIER future. 

Carol Walters 

I live in Provo, and work with the Utah Valley Earth Forum, but the things that Rio Tinto does 
affect those of us in Utah Valley as well as those in Salt Lake Valley. We are among their down 
winders. Every morning in the winter, I wake up with a sinus headache. I have had pneumonia 
repeatedly. I watch my children and grandchildren struggle with asthma and other respiratory 
problems that are exacerbated by our terrible air quality, which, as you know is often among the 
worst in the nation.  For us this has been incapacitating. For others it is life threatening. I 
sympathize with the relatively small percentage of Utah workers whose jobs are dependent on 
Rio Tinto, but a job isn’t much good if you can’t breathe.   
 
When air quality is discussed, people tend to throw up their hands and say, “Well, it is just a 
function of the geological configuration of our area.” While that is partly true, it is not an excuse 
for doing nothing. It is, in fact the reason for doing all we can do to prevent garbage being 
dumped into our air.  
 
I appreciate the things that Rio Tinto has done to become more environmentally responsible, but 
this application is not one of them. Their own published information refutes their claims that this 
expansion will not increase pollution, especially during the months of our worst air quality 
problems. If they were serious about reducing pollution, their profits would certainly allow them 
to replace all their coal fired plants with natural gas, or better yet with wind generated power, 
whether or not their application for expansion were approved.  
 
I want to express my objection to the fact that representatives of the local municipalities which 
have received “contributions” from Rio Tinto were given precedence in the meeting, allowing 



them to take most of the time when the press was present, and thereby preventing the press 
from hearing the objections to the application from the majority of the citizens in attendance.  
 
I ask that the DEQ reject this Rio Tinto application for expansion of their mining operation. You 
have been given the responsibility to protect the public good and we all have to breathe.  

 
 



The following statement was sent by the listed individuals with no further comment.  Individuals that made 
addition comments have been scanned and attached. 
 
I SUPPORT KENNECOTT 
I am in favor of the Utah Division of Air Quality issuing a timely permit and the Utah Air Quality Board approving a rule making 
(R307-110-17) to authorize a production increase at the Bingham Canyon Mine.  I understand this project is out for public comment 
because Kennecott has fulfilled all regulatory requirements.  The Cornerstone Project will make an important contribution to the 
community and I support timely regulatory approval. 
 
Janet Medsker 
Chad Hunter 
Juli Hunter 
David L Zaccabia 
Chris Heathman 
Jeff Burghardt 
Michelle Bryson 
Kathy Black 
 






























































































